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Mr. Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Downham  Market  Urban  District 
Council 9 

I have  the  honour  to  present  ray  annual  report  for  the 
year  ending  December  31st  3.961*.. 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  was  3?000. 

Births 

There  were  h 8 live  births  during  the  year.  This  figure  is 
the  number  of  births  accorded  to  mothers  whose  home  address  is 
in  Downham  Market.  It  includes  hospital  confinements. 

The  crude  birth  rate  is  expressed  by  the  following  formula 

Number  of  births  x 1000 
Estimated  mid-year  population. 

this  is  1.8  x 1000 

3000  ~ or  16. 

The  figure  is  below  the  County  rate.  This  does  not  mean 
that  women  in  Downham  Market  of  child  bearing  age  are  having 
smaller  families  than  in  other  parts  of  Norfolk  but  that  there 
are  relatively  more  elderly  people  in  the  Town  than  there  are 
in  the  rest  of  the  County.  The  Registrar  General  takes  this 
into  account  in  his  calculations  and  issues  a figure 9 the 
comparability  factor 9 which  enables  a more  accurate  comparison 
to  be  made.  The  figure  for  1961-  is  1.13*  The  corrected  birth- 
rate is  therefore s- 

16  x 1.13 

= 18.08 


Deaths 


There  were  57  deaths  during  the  year.  The  figure  refers 
to  deaths  of  all  people  whose  home  is  in  Downham  Market 
whether  death  occurs  in  the  town  or  in  a hospital.  If  the 
home  address  is  recorded  at  the  Howdale  Home  the  death  is 
included  in  the  town’s  figures. 


The  Registrar  General  recognises  that  the  number  of  deaths 
is  higher  than  would  occur  in  a normal  population  distribution 
and  allows  a correction  similar  to  that  applied  to  the  births. 
The  factor  for  deaths  is  .51-* 

The  corrected  death  rate  is  57  x 1000  x .51 

3000 ' 

= 10.26 


You  will  see  from  the  table  that 
people  under  15  years  old. 


there  were  no  deaths  of 


Housing 


In  the  early  part  of  the  year  I carried  out  a survey  of 
the  older  houses  in  the  town.  About  a hundred  were  visited  by 
appointment  and  a brief  inspection  made.  My  conclusions  were 
put  before  you  in  April  in  a detailed  report.  Since  then  some 
of  the  houses  considered  to  be  unfit  and  beyond  fepair  have 
been  dealt  with  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957*  In 
each  case  so  dealt  with  the  house  or  flat  had  become  vacant  by 
rehousing  or  death  of  the  tenant.  . 


This  system  allows  for  rehousing  of  those  in  greatest  need 
and  could  be  regarded  as  a personal  health  service.  Viewed 
from  the  angle  of  slum  clearance  it  is  not  nearly  so 
satisfactory  because  the  Council  is  left  with  scattered  houses , 
which  although  unoccupied,  cannot  be  demolished.  My  object  in 
writing  the  report  was  to  help  you  to  take  a look  at  the  future 
of  the  older  houses  in  the  town  so  that  you  could  decide  which 
of  them  should  be  demolished  and  replaced  as  part  of  slum 
clearance  schemes.  None  of  this  has  been  attempted  yet  and 
while  I regret  that  it  has  not  been  possible  to  make  any 
progress  it  is  only  fair  to  say  that  the  expansion  of  the 
Council’s  work  in  the  last  few  years  has  placed  too  heavy  a 
burden  on  a very  small  public  health  staff.  One  cannot  escape 
the  conclusion  that  complicated  and  time  consuming  work  of 
this  kind  can  be  tackled  only  by  larger  units  of  local 
government . 

Water  Supply 


I have  received  the  following  details  of  water  supply  frorr 
the  Manager  of  the  Wisbech  and  District  Water  Board. 


Water  Analyses  1961?- » Downham  Urban  District 


no 


Frequent  bacteriological  examinations  have  been  un&ertak 
during  1961'  on  samples  from  the  Board’s  source  works  at  Marham 
and  the  distribution  system  in  this  area.  The  results  have 
been  of  a very  high  standard.  Many  chemical  analyses  have  also 
been  carried  out. 


All  new  mains  were  sterilised,  samples  taken,  and 
bacteriological  examinations  made  before  the  mains  were  put  into 
service.  No  connections  were  permitted  until  the  water  in  the 
mains  was  of  the  highest  standard  of  purity. 

A sample  taken  on  the  23rd  June,  196/’,  from  the 
distribution  system  off  Marham  Pumping  Station,  on  which  a 
fluoride  estimation  was  carried  out,  had  a fluoride  content  of 
0.03  parts  per  million  (as  F) . 


The  water  supplied  by  the  Board  to  Downham  Urban  District 
is  not  plumbo -solvent. 


;'/ater  Supply  Contd . 


There  were  no  cases  of  contamination  of  the  water  supply 
in  the  Downham  Urban  District  during  196U. 


Summary  of  Examinations  and  Analyses 


Bacter 

iolop;ical 

Examinations 

Chemical 

Samples  Taken 

No . of 
Tests 
Taken 

No . of 
Tests 
Negative 

No.  of 

Tests 

Positive 

Analyses 

Board* s Works 
- Raw  Waters 

162 

150 

12 

Board* s Works 

- Treated  Waters 

180 

180 

— • 

Consumers ! Taps 

52 

52 

— 

Totals 

39b 

382 

12 

113 

Total  of  all  examinations  and  analyses  = 507 


Out  of  the  total  treated  water  samples  and  samples  taken 
from  consumers ? taps  100$  were  negative  on  examination  for 
organisms  of  the  coliform  group.  This  represents  a very  high 
standard  of  bacterial  purity. 

J • 8. Collins 

Chemist  and  Bacteriologist . 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination 


Shown  below  are  figures  for  immunicat ions  carried  out  by 
general  practitioners  and  local  authority  staff  in  my  area 
during  19  Six. 


Smallpox  Ya ccinat ion 


Primary  vaccinatior 


n 


;otal 


Revaccination 


Total 


Under  51  5 - lh  15  & overt 


Under  5j 5 - 1P| 15  I over; 


r 


195 


3 


Q 


207 


1 


20 


21 


Tetanus 


Primary  Courses 


Total 


“Reinforcing  Doses  Total 

Hi',  -i.  t in.—— -i-  »«■  ....  i i -I  ..i  •-  . 


Under  5'  5 - lk  15  & over i 


i Under  5! 


5 


IJj 1 15  & over  • 


56b 


3k9 


3k 


997 


86 


56l 


10 


657 


Immunisation  and  Vaccination  Contd. 


^/hooping  Cough 
Under  5 5-  Ik  'Total 


U67 


17  1 k8k  \ 


Diphtheria 


Primary  Courses  Total 


f 

Under  1;  1 - 5 - lh  1 


Reinforcing  Doses  Total 


j Under  lj  1 - kj  5 ~ Ik  ■ 


r 


151 


321 


87 


559 


63  ? 609  ! 


678 


Poliorgyelitls 


i 

i 

i 

f 

i 

i 


Year 

of 

birth 


| it),  given: 
j primary  \ 
I courses  j 


1933-19k2! 


I 


15 


Other  j j 

age  | Total j 

groups! 

1 


18 

» 

j 

* 


yo 


dP 


In  addition  to  the  primary  courses  1 
children  previously  immunised  with  either 
were  given  booster  doses  of  oral  vaccine, 
booster  doses  given  in  this  year  is  shown 


isted  above  some 
Salk  or  Oral  vaccine 
The  total  number  of 
below. 


No.'  given  booster  oral  immunisation  after  2 


salk  injections 


it  it 


it  ii 


St  -z  tr  it 

Or  3 oral  doses 
Or  2 salk  injections 
Plus  2 oral  doses. 


B.C.G-.  Vaccination 


1 Number  given  the  ! M 1 , u Number  referred,  for  ■ 

j orelimmary  skin  test,  j Chest  X-ray  \ 


fr- 


3 87 


361 


5 


I am 


Your  obedient  Servant , 

J.D . Slattery 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


SUMMARY  0?  VITAL  STATISTICS,  196k 


Area  in  acres  ..  . . ..  ..  . . . . . . 1,003 

Population  1931  • • ••  ••  ••  ••  • • • • 2,165 

Population  196k  (Estimated)  ..  . . . . . . 3?COO 

Population  1951  (Census)  . . . * . . . . 2,7kl 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

::  for  Administrative  County 
IJ  for  England  cl  Wales 
Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  Births 


o c 


• 0 


0 o 


o • 


• • 


• 0 


o o 


IxQ 

18.08 

17.8U 

18.1 

1.16 


P5ATHS 

Rate 

tt 


u 


(all  causes) 
per  1,000  population 
for  Administrative  County 
for  England  and  r7ales 


STILL  BIRTHS  1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  Live  and  Still  Births  . . 20. k 

H for  Administrative  County  ..  ..  . . 15-77 

for  England  and  Wales  ..  . . ..  . . 16.3 


TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS 


INTENT  DEATHS  (deaths  under  1 year) 


NTT, 


INFANT  AORTAL  IT  Y RITES 

total  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  total  Live  Births  NIL 

for  Administrative  County  15-58 

Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  Legitimate 

Births  NIL 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  Illegitimate 

Live  Births  NIL 


NEO -NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 
(Deaths  under  k weeks  per  1,000 


EARLY  NEO -NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 
(Deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000 


total  Live  Births) 
total  Live  Births) 


TvTTT 
i\  J L! 


PER I -NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 
* (Still  Births  and  Deaths  under 

per  1,000  total  Live 


one  week  combined 
and  Still  Births) 


: ETERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  Abortion) 


Number  of  Deaths 

Rate  per  1,000  total  Live  and  Still  Births 


NIL 

NIL 


SECTION  A 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES 


1.  GENERAL  MEDICAL  SERVICES 

Norfolk  Executive  Council  , 5h  Prince  of  Vales  Road 
Norwich  - Clerk  F.H. Adams,  Eso. 

2 . EAST  ANGLIAN  REGIONAL  HOSPITAL  BOARD 

Senior  Administrative  Medical  Officer, 

Dr.J.B.Ewen,  M.D.  , D.PAA, 

5lCrof  t-Holmo** , 


117  Chesterton  Road, 
Cambridge . 


3.  (a)  GEINERAI 


Norfolk  & Norwich  Hospital,  Norwich* 

Test  Norfolk  & King’s  Lynn  Hospital,  King’s  Lynn. 
Jenny  Lind  Hospital,  Norwich. 

St. James’  Hospital,  King’s  Lynn.  (For  chronic  sick). 
The-Howdale  Home,  Downham  Market. 

(b)  MATERNITY 

Vest  Norfolk  & King’s  Lynn  Hospital  (Maternity  Unit) 
Mill  Road  Hospital,  Cambridge. 

(c)  INFECTIOUS 

Isolation  Hospital,  King’s  Lynn. 

Isolation  Hospital,  Bowthorpe  Road,  Norwich. 

(d)  SANTORI.i 

Kelling  Sanatorium,  Holt. 

(e)  MENTAL 

S t . Andrew ’ s Ho  sp i t al , No  rw i c h . 

Hellesdon  Hospital,  Norwich. 

Little  Plumstead,  Norwich. 


MATERNITY  SERVICE; 


o 


y ° 


DISTRICT  NURSE t - 
Nurse  Fox, 

2 London  Road,  Downham  Market. 
AMBULANCE  & HOSPITAL  CAR  SERVICE 


This  is  a County  Council  function  and  is  controlled  by  the 
Joint  Ambulance  Committee.  It  is  worked  on  an  Agency  basis  by 
the  British  Red  Cross  and  the  Order  of  St.John  and  V.V.S. 


The  Downham  Market  Urban  Area  is  served  by  the  Downham 
Market  Ambulance. 

Infectious  Disease  cases  are  conveyed  by  the  King’ s Lynn 
Infectious  Disease  Ambulance. 


5 


AMBULANCE  & HOSPITAL  CAR  SERVICE  CONTI). 


The  Hospital  Car  Service  is  administered  from  the  Local 
Health  Office , 

15  Nelson  Street,  King’s  Lynn. 

6.  REP  CROSS  MEDICAL  LOAN  DEPOT 

Downham  Market  - Mrs.  I.H.Burbeck,  ’’Court  House'’. 


7.  COUNTY  HELICAL  SERVICES 


The  Downham  Market  Infant  Welfare  centre  is  held  at  the 
Health  Office,  Howdale  Road. 


The  .assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  in 
attendance  at  the  session  which  is  held  from  2.0  p.m.  to  R.O  p 
on  the  second  Thursday  of  each  month. 


I would  again  like  to  register  my  warm  appreciation  of  1 1 
voluntary  help  given  at  each  session  hy  the  ladies  of  the  loc£ 
branch  of  the  British  Red  Cross 


•_> « 


Home  Help  Service 


The  County  Home  Help  Scheme  is  administered  from  the  Logs 
Health  Office.  In  many  cases  this  service  enables  the  aged  ar 
infirm  to  remain  in  their  homes  much  longer  than  would 
otherwise  be  possible.  Home  Helps  are  engaged  on  an  occasions 
basis  and  their  work  in  the  community  is  greatly  appreciated. 

8.  VENEREAL  DISEASE  CLINIC 


T? 


7est  Norfolk  A King’ s Lynn  Hospital 


o 


Male  s 


Females  and  Children 


TUESDAY  AND  FRIDAY 
5 * 30  p.m. 

9.  DISINFECTION 


TUESDAY  AND  WEDNESDAY 
3.00  p.m. 


The  disinfection  of  premises  is  carried  out  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspector. 


10.  LABORATORY  SERVICES 


(a)  Public  Health  Laboratory,  and  Public  Health  Laborato: 
Isolation  Hospital,  Tennis  Court  Road, 

Bowthorpe  Road,  Cambridge. 

Norwich 


under  the  direction  of  Dr. I.M.Dowsett 


(b)  Public  Analyst:- 


TT’ro  r*  ~"Trsr\rl  Ph  M ' P P Q P P T f* 

i -Li  . J-L)i  -1-0  i O O CL  q J.  J.l  g J.  * . ■ • O . O . o JL'  . 9 _L  . O 


Clarence  House, 

6 Clarence  Road, 


Norwicn 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https  ://archive.org/details/b291 6751 6 


STATISTICAL  TABLE.  1961 


SECTION  B 


1 

! cause  of  Math 

1 

| 

Sex 

Total 
-ill  Ages 

Under 
k weeks 

j k weeks 
and  under 

i 

-t— — — - 

AGE 

IN  YEARS 

}-  - - - ^ 

1 year 

! 1- 

j 

[5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

1.5- 

155- 

63 

2.  TUBERCULOSIS,  OTHER 

M 

1 

- 

_ 

i - 

10.  MALIGN.'JTT  NEOPLASM,  STOMACH 

F 

M 

: 

— 

- 

| - 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

11.  MALIGNANT  NEOPLASM,  LUNG,  BRONCHUS 

F 

M 

F 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

1 

- 

12.  MAL IGNANT  NEOPLASM,  BREAST 

M 

_ 

i 

j 

1 

“ 

- 

- 

lk.  OTHER  MAL IGNANT  ,.ND  LYMPHATIC  NEOPLASIAS 

F 

M 

F 

1 

5 

k 

— 

: 

i 

— 

! - 

i 

~ 

- 

- 

1 

1 

: 

1 

1 

16.  PIABETES 

M 

1 

- 

- 

__ 

: 

j 

1 

1 

17.  VASCULAR  LESIONS  OR  NERVOUS  SYSTEM 

F 

M 

2 

1 

~ 

— 

- 

- 

- 

j 

- 

1 

_ 

- 

18.  CORONARY  DISEASE,  ANGINA 

F 

M 

2 

k 

- 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

19.  HYPERTENSION  WITH  HEART  DISEASE 

F 

M 

A 

6 

- 

— 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

1 

1 

l 

20.  OTHER  HEART  DISEASE 

F 

K 

1 

1 

— 

- 

— 

_ 

: 

~ 

— 

z 

_ 

1 

F 

2 

- 

_ 

_ 

- 



1 

21.  OTHER  CIRCULATORY  DISEASE 

M 

- 

_ 

- 



_ 

_ 

- 

F 

3 

— 

_ 



1 

23.  PNEUMONLi 

M 

2 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

_ 

2k.  BRONCHITIS 

F 

2 

— 

_ 

_ ! 

_ 

1 

M 

1 

- 

- 

“ 

_ 

_ 

- 

1 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

~ 

- 

25 - OTHER  DISEASES  OP  RESFIRATORY  SYSTEM 

M 

- 

— 

— 

- 

_ 



F 

1 

- 

— 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

29.  HYPERPLASIA  OR  PROSTATE 

M 

1 

— 

1 

I 

_ j 

— 

- ! 





1 

32.  OTHER  DEFINED  AND  ILL -DEFINED  DISEASES 

M 

6 

- 

i 

- 

— 

- 

- 

1 j 

1 

F 

5 

- 

s 

- f 

_ 

— 

— 

_ 

_ j 

_ 

33.  MOTOR  VEHICLE  ACCIDENTS 

M 

- 

— 

1 

i 

- i 

_ j 

_ 



_ 

- 



F 

1 

_ 

1 

" 1 

I 

_ 

_ 

' 

1 

3k.  AIL  OTHER  ACC IDENTS 

M 

- 

i 

1 

1 

- 

! 

i 

- 

- 

“ 

_ 

F 

1 

_ j 

1 

- , 

- i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 

M 

21 

j 

j 

- j 

_ 

- i 

I 

2 '• 

5 

6 

F 

33 

- 

i 

— i 

- 

- . 

j 

— f 

I 

— ! 

2 j 

1 

6 

TABLE  NUMBER  1 


and  over 


1 

2 

2 


3 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

k 

5 


1 

11 

21 


TAHLH!  NUMBER  L 


